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Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the Preliminary Draft California General
Permit for Construction Activities, dated March 2, 2007. As the lead agency for the
Fresno/Clovis Area NPDES Municipal Stormwater Permit, we understand that protection of
receiving water quality and beneficial uses is the ultimate objective of the permit. The
Fresno Metropolitan Flood Control District and its co-permittees (City of Fresno, City of
Clovis, California State University Fresno) support that objective.

To protect receiving water quality and maintain local water resources, the State’s
construction stormwater objectives and intent to introduce greater accountability into the
NPDES General Permit implementation process can be best met by:

1) Continued support of MS4 permits as the proper vehicle for mitigation of
hydromodification impacts. Many MS4 permits have existing performance
standards or equally performing regional stormwater retention facilities, such as the
case in the Fresno/Clovis area, and are already meeting the State’s objectives. Any
discussion of hydromodification in the Permit should be directed to areas not
covered by existing MS4 permits.

2) Reconfiguring the construction site stormwater sampling, analysis and
monitoring requirements to directly support the iterative process of improving site
management in response to identified stormwater impacts. More specifically, any
proposed sampling, analysis and monitoring program should be used to verify the
effectiveness of BMPs and provide feedback to improve on-site practices.
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These and other issues are discussed below as they apply in the Fresno/Clovis area.

The Fresno/Clovis System of Stormwater Control and Treatment _

In the course of considering changes to General Construction Permit, it is important to
understand that, throughout the State, there are profound differences in how stormwater is
managed. For example, the Fresno/Clovis regional stormwater control system is
characterized by a unique set of conditions including flat topography, low rainfall, a
comprehensive system of engineered multiple-use detention basins, deliberate
interconnectivity with municipal and irrigation district conveyance systems and minimal and
intermittent hydrologic connectivity to receiving waters.

The Fresno/Clovis urban storm drainage system, owned and operated by the Fresno
Metropolitan Flood Control District, comprises 143 operational stormwater ponding basins
and five large flood control dams and reservoirs. FEach ponding basin is an engineered
feature between 10 and 40-acres in size, situated at the lowest elevation within its drainage
area. Each drainage area is a small watershed that collects runoff from about one¢ square
mile of urbanized land. Basin storage capacities vary from 100 to 600 acre-feet of water.
The regional basin system collects urban runoff from a 160 square mile area, capturing 90%
of the stormwater runoff generated by the region. The remaining stormwater is either
discharged directly into canals, creeks or the San Joaquin River.

Over the course of an average year, 70% percent of annual rainfall is infiltrated/recharged
back into the local aquifer, 25 % is discharged into irrigation canals, while the remaining 5%
is discharged into the San Joaquin River through detention basins. Approximately 17,000
acre-feet of stormwater are recharged back into the local aquifer every year. The
stormwater retention basins also act as an effective stormwater pollutant trap.

New and Redevelopment Performance Standards for Hydromodification Impacts
The Preliminary Draft Permit Section IX.K.1 attempts to regulate site-specific development
by imposing a requirement that:

“The discharger shall, through the use of non-structural and structural measures,
ensure that the post-development runoff volume approximates the pre-project runoff
volume for areas covered with impervious surfaces. The discharger shall obtain
Regional Water Board approval for the use of any structural control measures used to
comply with this requirement.”

The Fresno-Clovis metropolitan area, via long-established local (City, County, District)
project review and permitting processes and our regional system of stormwater conveyance,
detention and infiltration, already achieves the intended effect of Draft Permit Section
IXK.1. Rather than attempting to install mitigation devices at the tract map level,
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